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We Have Been Deplorably 
Delinquent 

We have just awakened to the fact that the 
education of the American child has fallen 
below the standard necessary for the protec- 
tion of our future. We have to face the fact 
that our school teachers are underpaid; that 
in physical training, in the teaching of Amer- 
ican civil government and American history, 
in the principles of Americanism and of Amer- 
icanization we have been deplorably delin- 
quent. But nowhere is there more cause for 
alarm than in the fact that the rural school 
term is far too short and that four-fifths of the 
rural schools are one-teacher schools, resulting 
in hasty and careless teaching, and that the 
opportunity for country boys and girls to have 
high school education is all too slight. * * * 
We owe it to the childhood of the Nation and 
the childhood of the agricultural districts of 
our land to place at its disposal the utmost in 
educational facilities. 

—WARREN G. HARDING. 



